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SUMMARY
The workshop was convened as part of the work plan for the development of the National
Climate Change Response Strategy’s Action Plan. The overall objective of the consultations is to
provide an opportunity for stakeholders from each of the counties to prioritise climate change
concerns and required actions to inform the Action Plan.
The following are some of the socio-economic and geographic characteristics of the five counties
(Kiambu, Kirinyaga, Murang’a, Nyandarua, and Nyeri) represented in the workshop: Kirinyaga,
Murang’a and larger parts of Kiambu and half of Nyeri are in agro-ecological zone II (AEZ II),
i.e. they are characterised by steep terrains and receive rainfall all year around, save for one to
two dry months. Consequently, they support crop cultivation. Indeed, the four counties, i.e.
Kiambu, Kirinyaga, Murang’a, and Nyeri produce large quantities of tea and coffee, among other
crops such as maize and potatoes. In addition, Kirinyaga produces rice. Kieni in Nyeri and
Nyandarua, being on the leeward side of Mt. Kenya and the Aberdares Ranges, are semi-arid and
thus support agro-pastoralism. Dairy farming is an important industry in all the five counties.
A summary of the results of the two day event has been prepared based on the eight thematic
areas/Sub-Components of the Action Plan.
Low Carbon, Resilient Development Pathway (SC 1)
This particular subcomponent of the NCCRS Action Plan deals with both adaptation and
mitigation and based on the discussions in the Northeast. Mitigation issues are captured for SC 4
and adaptation issues for SC 3 (see the sections below) apply to SC 1.
Mitigation (SC 4)
Mitigation actions that are currently being implemented in Kiambu, Kirinyaga, Murang’a,
Nyandarua, and Nyeri include:
1. Alternative energy was mentioned by all the counties. In particular, the use of biogas was
emphasised both as an ongoing activity and a proposed low carbon option. Several biogas
projects have been implemented in Kieni in Nyeri with the support of the GEF’s Small
Grants Programme. In Kikuyu in Kiambu County, the workshop was informed that plans
are underway to initiate similar projects. Mini and micro hydros are also being developed
in Kirinyaga (in a place called Rwambiti, for instance), Murang’a and Nyeri. There is
huge potential for this in the region because of its relief (undulating nature), presence of
many streams with natural falls, and being generally wet all year round. The role of the
private sector (industry) in many of these renewable energy projects is acknowledged,
e.g. most of the micro and mini hydros in this region are being developed by the Kenya
Tea Development Authority (KTDA).
2. Energy efficiency was also mentioned by all the counties. Similar to the outcomes from
the other county consultations, proposals on energy efficiency are targeted towards
household energy use, particularly energy saving or improved cook-stoves as well as
efficient light bulbs.
3. Forest conservation and afforestation efforts in various places including in Thiba,
Kamwete, Ruangodu, and Njukeini in Kirinyaga County, spearheaded by a number of
government agencies such as the KFS and involving other players like CFAs, CBOs and
WRUAs. With regard to afforestation, implementation of the policy on 10% of
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individual land being set aside for afforestation was alluded to by most of the counties.
Afforestation is also targeting urban centres, e.g. the greening of Kikuyu and Karuri
towns in Kiambu County.
4. Sustainable agricultural practices such as conservation agriculture (CA) and agroforestry
were also mentioned (e.g. agroforestry around Ngombi Forest in Kikuyu County).
5. In the waste sector, there was no mention of what is currently being done in regard to
sustainability in the sector. It may thus be assumed that similar situation across the
country, i.e., little or no collection and recycling/re-use, is the norm in all the five
counties. However, Nyandarua County proposed recycling of waste, particularly of
plastic waste, as a mitigation/low carbon option.
In summary, one may say that all the UNFCCC mitigation sectors were alluded to, but with
focus, unsurprisingly, on the agricultural and forestry sectors (i.e., the land-use sectors).
Adaptation (SC 3)
Adaptation received a lot of attention in terms of the number of strategies currently being
implemented and/or put forward, and particularly in Nyandarua County. Again, the fact that
Nyandarua placed a lot of emphasis on adaptation in comparison to the other four counties is not
surprising given that it is drier than the four. It is therefore at the forefront of the adverse
negative impacts of climate change, particularly on its agricultural sector, which is the main
source of livelihood in Kenya. In general, current and proposed adaptation measures include:
1. In wetter counties where floods are causing havoc (e.g. Kirinyaga and Murang’a), flood
control measures received a lot of attention. Mention was made of dykes in Maruwa and
lower Thiba in Kirinyaga as projects funded by the World Bank and implemented by the
National Irrigation Board (NIB). Similarly, earth dams are also being constructed in
Mwea (also in Kirinyaga). It should be noted that this infrastructure (dams and dykes) is
not only meant to control flood waters but also to store water for agriculture. Proposals
for similar investment were made by Nyandarua, Nyeri, Murang’a and Kiambu.
2. Drought tolerant crops like cassava, sorghum and cowpeas have also been introduced in
some of the counties. In Kirinyaga, a species of dry-land rice that consumes less water
has been introduced. The idea is to ensure that the county continues to produce rice even
during dry spells.
3. Other adaptation measures in the agricultural sector include livelihood diversification
through mixed farming-bee keeping, poultry, goat and sheep rearing and fish keeping,
implementation of functional literacy (meaning that economic issues such what livestock
to keep or crops to grow are incorporated into adult literacy programmes), and CA as
well as agro-forestry that have been captured under mitigation above.
4. One mitigation strategy that is playing a critical adaptation role is the adoption of biogas
energy. In Kieni in Nyeri County for example, biomass energy (fuelwood and charcoal)
is generally a scarce commodity because of the area’s aridity. For a very long time, the
community has had to rely on biomass from the slopes of Mt. Kenya, several kilometres
away. This is also a very risky adventure as people often encounter wild animals such as
elephants on their way to the forests. But with the advent of biogas in recent years, some
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members of the community have been able to avoid such risks, reduce their expenditure
on energy, and improve their living standards.
5. Adaptation measures in the water sector include water recycling, which is now a
requirement in Kiambu Town in Kiambu County according to the stakeholders from
Kiambu, the digging of shallow wells and boreholes, water-efficient agricultural practices
such as drip agriculture (Nyandarua) (this cuts across the water and agriculture sectors),
and roof-top catchment (which was alluded to by all the five counties).
6. In infrastructure, main issues raised concerned were in reference to climate-proofing
infrastructure. Two main strategies were put forward: geotechnical surveys to inform
appropriate land use including where people can settle to avoid human life and property
loss from landslides were and proper design and maintenance of drainage (Kiambu
County).
7. Afforestation, which features under mitigation above, is also seen as an adaptation
strategy. Re-vegetation of degraded hill-slides and quarries that are more prone to
landslides was mentioned as an example of implementation of afforestation project as an
adaptation strategy (Kiambu County).
8. Other adaptation measures mentioned included protection of riparian zones and wetlands,
Alternative livelihoods, e.g. fish farming, building of terraces and gabions to check
against soil loss, and the use of early warning systems (EWS). For the latter, the RANET
station in Kangema in Murang’a County (RANET stands for Radio and Internet
Communication System, which in Kenya is run by the Kenya Meteorological
Department) was mentioned. One participant indicated that to make such stations more
useful to local communities, it would probably require the Ministry of Environment and
Mineral Resources in collaboration with other stakeholders to produce climate change
programmes with local content.
In summary, agriculture and food security, infrastructure (both physical and social) and
water and energy are the main sectors considered for climate change adaptation.
Policies and Regulations (SC 2)
Relevant issues mentioned include enforcement of land use laws/policies, review of policies and
laws that are not in tandem with sustainability agenda, implementation of the policy on 10% of
individual land for afforestation, and strengthening existing environmental management
structures.
Technology (SC 5)
Issues of relevance to SC 5 on technology revolved around the technology for adaptation and
mitigation as has already been highlighted above. In adaptation, relevant technologies include
EWS which would comprise an ICT system, drought tolerant crops, fast-maturing crop varieties,
and improved livestock. In mitigation, they are renewable energy and energy efficiency
technologies such as biogas, hydro, improved cook-stoves and efficient light bulbs that have
been proposed by most of the counties.
Monitoring and Reporting (SC 6)
Issues discussed under this subcomponent related to indicators for performance/measurement of
the proposed actions. Indicators proposed included number of hectares under tree cover for
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afforestation and re-afforestation projects (Nyeri); number of more water pans and dams for the
water/agriculture sectors (Kiambu); reduced siltation as measured by turbidity of rivers for the
water/agriculture sectors (Kirinyaga); number of households using biogas energy for the energy
sector (Murang’a); and number of people trained in climate change issues for capacity
building/awareness (Nyandarua).
Knowledge Management and Capacity Building (SC 7)
Key highlights relevant for this SC include awareness creation and capacity building on climate
change implications on key sectors through barazas and other forums and education, and
mainstreaming of climate change into education and development plans/projects. Implementation
of functional literacy (i.e., incorporation of economic issues such what livestock to keep or crops
to grow into adult literacy programmes) (Kirinyaga County), and research and development in
different climate change areas as well as dissemination of research information (Nyandarua
County) are some of the specific areas highlighted.
Finance (SC 8)
Additional funding for climate change activities and various financial instruments for clean
energy projects such as subsidies for solar are some of the issues relevant to SC 8 on finance that
were mentioned.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1.

Convening of the Workshop

The workshop was convened as part of the work plan for the development of the National
Climate Change Response Strategy’s Action Plan.
1.2.

Objectives of the Workshop

The main objective of the workshop was to collect climate change related information from key
stakeholders in Kiambu, Kirinyaga, Murang’a, Nyandarua, and Nyeri counties as input toward the
development of the National Climate Change Response Strategy’s Action Plan.
The workshop had the following three specific objectives:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)

To inform stakeholders of the ongoing activities geared toward developing the
NCCRS’ Action Plan;
To obtain stakeholder input for incorporation into the Action Plan; and
To engage and interact with stakeholders as a way of buying their ownership of the
expected output.

1.3 Participation
The workshop was attended by key stakeholders on climate change
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Plan. He noted that the reality of climate change, particularly on Kenya where its negative
impacts had affected many socio-economic sectors. On evidence and impacts, he urged the
participants, particularly those of advanced age, to illustrate some of the changes they had been
observing over time. Mr. Ngwata then invited the Nyeri Mayor to provide a few opening remarks
in his capacity as the host of the meeting.
Statement by the Nyeri Town Mayor
Mr. Edward Muteru, the Mayor for Nyeri Town Council urged the stakeholders to collaborate in
finding solutions to climate change, and emphasised the need for interaction and active
participation during the two day workshop in this regard. He noted that the severity of future
impacts of climate change could be unprecedented if no actions were taken to address the twin
challenges of adaptation and mitigation. The Mayor also mentioned the importance of peace for
both environmental and economic sustainability. He then invited the Provincial Commissioner to
officially open the workshop.
Statement by the Provincial Commissioner, Central Province
Dr. Jasper Kiplimo Rugut, the Provincial Commissioner for Central Province, officially opened
the two day workshop. He noted that the Constitution 2010 required countrywide consultations
for processes such as the Action Plan’s development. In this respect, he stated that various
government ministries and agencies had started complying with this constitutional requirement,
as exemplified by the holding of the consultative workshop. The PC noted that that the Action
Plan consultations were taking place at a time of unprecedented torrential rains and floods
provided stakeholders with an opportunity to relate with the issues that were being addressed at
the workshop. His main take-home message centred on the need for people to be mindful of the
environment even as they pursued their individual development aspirations, giving an example
of the frequent Mt. Kenya forest fires, which he noted, had led to losses equivalent to several
millions of shillings courtesy of the action of a few individuals [e.g. honey gatherers out to make
a few shillings]. On climate change, he emphasised the need for the implementation of response
strategies to address both the negative and positive impacts. He stated that some of those actions
were common sense, e.g. collecting rain water so that one avoids the inconvenience of having to
fetch the same water from a river several kilometres away. The PC’s remarks are attached to this
report as Annex III.
Stakeholders were asked to provide their expectations from the workshop. The following were
captured:
1. To understand the causes of and actions against climate change;
2. To interact with other stakeholders and organisations towards finding solutions to climate
change challenges;
3. To learn more about climate change issues specific to Central Province;
4. Expectation that the Action Plan would be implemented unlike most other governmentled strategies and that the implementation would take a bottom up approach;
5. Expect that stakeholders present at the workshop would be good ambassadors of climate
change through implementation of actions to address it even at individual level; and
6. Expect that the implementation of actions would bring every group and segment of
society on board-gender, women, youth, men, persons with disabilities, private sector,
government, civil society, etc.
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3.0 PRESENTATION ON THE OBJECTIVE OF THE COUNTY CONSULTATIONS
Dr. Charles Mutai from the Climate Change Secretariat (CCS) in the Ministry of Environment
and Mineral Resources (MEMR) provided an overview of the objectives of the workshop. He
informed the workshop that the main objective of the consultations was to ensure that Action
Plan was informed by stakeholders across the country in line with the 2010 Constitution. Dr.
Mutai emphasised that it was the government’s decision to have the Action Plan’s development
process be as participatory as possible including CSOs, government, the private sector, and the
“mwananchi” (i.e., the common citizen). The presentation of the objectives of the consultations
is attached to this report as Annex IV.
4.0 PRESENTATION ON AN OVERVIEW OF THE ACTION PLAN
An overview of the National Climate Change Response Strategy (NCCRS)’ Action Plan was
presented by Ms. Noelle O’Brien, a consultant working with the CCS in the coordination and
management of the Action Plan development process. She noted that the aim of the Action Plan
was to operationalise or implement the NCCRS, which was launched at COP 15 in Copenhagen
for purposes of engaging and sensitising the international community on Kenya’s efforts towards
addressing climate change, and formally in Kenya in April 2010. She indicated that the Action
Plan had nine subcomponents (SCs), noting that SC 1 on Long Term Low Carbon and Resilient
Growth Pathway, SC 3 on National Adaptation Plan and SC 4 on Nationally Appropriate
Mitigation Actions (NAMAs) and Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest
Degradation (REDD+) were its substance, while the rest were their (the three SCs’) enablers.
The presentation of the overview is attached to this report as Annex IV.
5.0 CONSIDERATION OF THE BREAK OUT SESSIONS’ REPORTS
The participants then divided up into different groups based on their counties of origin to
deliberate on a number of climate change related topics such as the evidence of, impacts on and
current as well as proposed/recommended actions to respond to climate change within their
counties. The following is a summary of the deliberations:
Kiambu County
Evidence
̶ Temperature rise, e.g. there is a marked increase
in night time temperature in Limuru
̶
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of the country including Limuru
̶ Low agricultural production-both livestock
and crops leading to loss of livelihoods, and
increase in poverty levels
̶ Water rationing
̶ Destruction
of
infrastructure,
e.g.
submergence of waste water treatment
facility in Kiambu Town, roads, the power
line with the Juja sub-station blowing up
recently in April 2012
̶ Displacement and deaths of people by
floods, e.g. Thindigwa in Kiambu and
Gatwanyaga in Thika
̶ Loss of human and animal life, e.g. recently
in Kabete, from floods
Current Actions
̶ Agroforestry around Ngombi Forest, and in Kieni
Forests in Gatundu North
̶ Alternative energy, e.g. biogas pilot projects to be
initiated in Kikuyu around July 2012, solar water
heaters, solar and fireless cookers, and [wind]
̶ Water storage infrastructure, e.g. water pans in
Ndeiya
̶ Promotion of traditional high value crops by the
MoA
̶ Greening of urban centres, e.g. planting of trees
in Kikuyu and Karuri
̶ New agricultural practices, e.g. horticulture and
floriculture in Limuru
̶ Water recycling in
Kiambu Town, a new
requirement

Recommended Actions
̶ Sustainable practices in water use, e.g. rain
water harvesting and water recycling including
recycling of municipal waste water in large scale
for uses e.g. in irrigation of non-food crops and
trees
̶ Promotion of irrigated agriculture
̶ Sustainable agricultural practices such as
conservation agriculture (CA)
̶ Alternative/drought tolerant crops such as
traditional varieties
̶ Alternative livelihoods, e.g. fish farming
̶ Alternative energy such as biogas for domestic
use to replace firewood, kerosene, etc
̶ Water storage infrastructure such as dams and
pans
̶ Protection of riparian zones, e.g. relocation of
people away from such ecologically sensitive
zones
̶ Improving the drainage infrastructure
̶ Geotechnical surveys to inform appropriate land
use including where people can settle to avoid
human life and property loss from landslides
̶ Tree planting and particularly re
s biotopero (r) 5 (tQ q [ 0
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̶ Receding water levels in rivers and others
(seasonal ones) drying up, e.g. River
Nyamindi
̶ Siltation of rivers and dams due to floods
̶ Increase in the incidences of water-borne
diseases during floods
̶ Floods causing landslide, loss of crops,
property and even life
̶ Poor yields/harvest (tea, maize and bananas)
leading to food insecurity
̶ Water and pasture scarcity leading to loss of
livestock and wildlife
Current Actions
̶ Forest conservation and afforestation efforts in
various places including in Thiba, Kamwete,
Ruangodu, and Njukeini spearheaded by a
number of government agencies such as the KFS,
CBOs, WRUAs and other players
̶ Terracing in Gura catchment, Thigirichi
catchments, and Kangai and Kimande locations
̶ Protection of river banks, e.g. tree planting along
the banks of River Tana
̶ Flood control and water infrastructure such as
dykes in Maruwa and lower Thiba by the
National Irrigation Board (NIB) with support
from the World Bank and earth dams in Mwea
̶ Drought tolerant crops like cassava, sorghum and
cowpeas
̶ Livelihood diversification through mixed
farming-bee keeping, poultry, goat and sheep
rearing and fish keeping
̶ Implementation of functional literacy, meaning
that economic issues such what livestock to keep
or crops to grow are incorporated into adult
literacy programmes

Recommended Actions
̶ Implementation of the policy on 10% of
individual land for afforestation
̶ Alternative energy such as biogas and energy
efficient (energy saving jikos)
̶ Building of terraces and gabions to check
against soil loss
̶ Sustainable/improved agricultural practices such
as strip farming, grass/fodder farming, etc
̶ Flood control and water storage infrastructure
such as dykes, dams, growing of cover crops
̶ River bank protection
̶ Fencing of parks and provision of watering
points in parks to reduce wildlife human
conflicts
̶ Food security measures: irrigation, high value
traditional crops, provision of improved seeds,
farm inputs, formalised marketing and food
storage facilities (post harvest handling)
̶ Encroachment into fragile ecosystems/water
catchments: forceful evictions, sensitisation on
the need to protect the environment
̶ Promotion of alternative agricultural practices
such as CA
̶ Introduction of dry-land rice (i.e. less water
consuming)

Murang’a County
Evidence
Impacts
− Drying of rivers e.g., River Ngumbo, Gakarati, − Water scarcity for farming and domestic use
Ikundu
− Food shortages
− Deepening of water tables, e.g. people now have − Change of lifestyle of the local people
to sink deeper wells to obtain water unlike in the − New diseases such as upper respiratory
past
diseases
− Unpredictable rainfall
− Loss of bio diversity e.g., disappearance of
− Occurrence of new pests and diseases like
butterflies
highland malaria
− Presence of hailstorms
− Disappearance of seasonal rivers, e.g. Gikundu − Weather patterns have changed example
location
erratic change of winds and rainfall
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− Temperature variability, e.g. areas that are
usually cold becoming warmer
− Loss of biodiversity Example flying fish in
River Mathioya have decreased due to warming
of the river
Current Actions
− Tree planting, e.g. around Dakaini dam, Gatare
− Alternative livelihoods, e.g., keeping goats, bees
and poultry.
− Controlled extraction of water through creation
of water centers at river Kayahwe to regulate
water uses
− Encouraging farmers to apply risk management
measures against their crops and livestock
through insurance covers
− Introduction of hydro power to mitigate against
carbon emission and provide power for
economic activities at grass root level
− Capacity building programs on climate change
by line ministries such as agriculture, energy etc
− Introduction of organic farming
− Bio gas and energy saving jikos
− Early warning systems, Example Kangema FM
by meteorological department to inform people
on changing weather patterns, landslides etc.
− Introduction of rainfall stations data collected
from the rainfall stations is used for research
and climate change trends
− Use of indigenous knowledge to combat climate
change
− Encouraging water harvesting through measures
such as roof water harvesting, construction of
water pans, purchasing of water tanks by
women groups
− Introduction of orphan crops like cassava
sorghum to improve food security
− Use of irrigation projects i.e. Gakaki Irrigation
Water Project to improve on food security and
economic empowerment
− Staggering crop planting, i.e.
− Economic empowerment of the youth i.e.,
introduction of the “bodaboda”, i.e. bicycle and
motor cycle transportation as an economic
activity

− Recent frost which affected the tea farms
Kinyenyeni

Recommended Actions
̶ Afforestation and re-afforestattion programmes
̶ Alternative energy sources such as biogas and
solar
̶ Energy efficiency measures, e.g. efficient cookstoves/jikos
̶ Building of terraces to check against soil loss
̶ Provision of farm inputs to increase food
production and food security
̶ Awareness and sensitisation on climate change
including response measures
̶ Water harvesting and storage measures
̶ Enforcement of existing laws, policies and
regulations on natural resources/environmental
protection
̶ Alternative building materials to replace timbera measure against deforestation

Nyandarua County
Evidence
Impacts
̶ Intense and frequent hailstorms
̶ Destruction
and
degradation
of
̶ Fog and chilly weather have reduced in recent
infrastructure like roads with negative
times, clear indication of increase in temperature
economic consequences, e.g. milk spoilage
̶ Recent frost
as it takes too long to get to the markets
̶ Changes in seasons/rainfall patterns

̶ Receding water bodies, e.g. Lake Olbolosat,
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Milangine dam, and Karia Ka Ndagi dam
̶ Decline in biodiversity, e.g. the endangered
Sharpes Long Claw of the Kinangop plateau
and Maccoa duck of L. Olbolosat
̶ Perennial rivers turning into seasonal ones,
e.g. Rivers Kinja, Turasha, Mukungi and
Olkaria
̶ Crop failure due to droughts (and recently
also due to frost), food insecurity
̶ Human wildlife conflicts

̶ Increase in forest and grassland fires

̶
Current Actions
̶ A pilot project on PES involving WWF Kenya,
Care Kenya, WRMA other government agencies
̶ Tree planting and agro-forestry projects being
promoted by various players such as the KFS,
WRMA, CDF and Care Kenya and others and
using local implementation such as the CFAs,
WRUAs, CBOs, etc
̶ Rehabilitation of dams through KKV
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̶ Rural urban migration
Current Actions
̶ Afforestation and re-afforestation programmes,
e.g. in Kiangure Springs through the KFS and
CFAs
̶ Alternative energy, e.g. biogas in Kieni and other
areas, and solar
̶ Biofuels from Jatropha, croton and castor oil
being explored e.g. in Kieni through KENFAP
̶ Expanding grid connectivity through the Rural
Electrification Authority (REA)
̶ Drought tolerant crops like potatoes, sweet
potatoes, cassava in Mukwereini through the
MoA
̶ Water harvesting infrastructure such as dams and
water pans through TARDA, Ministry of Water
and Irrigation and others like WWF
̶ Provision of downscaled weather information by
the KMD
̶ Implementation of the policy on 10% of
individual land for afforestation
̶ Fencing of parks, e.g. the Rhino Charge through
the KFS, KWF and other partners
̶ Awareness programmes-KFS, NGOs, CBOs and
Self Help Groups (SHGs)
̶ Participatory approaches to natural resource
management, e.g. involvement of communities
through CFAs, SHGs, CBOs, CFAs, and WRUAs
̶ Alternative livelihoods, e.g., fish farming,
̶ Non-timber forest dependent livelihoods such as
bee-keeping, eco-tourism
̶ Population control to reduce pressure of
population on natural resources
̶ Relocation of persons away from ecologically
important areas such as water catchments
̶ Implementation of EIAs and environmental
audits for development projects

Recommended Actions
̶ Afforestation and re-afforestation/conservation
of water catchments
̶ Implementation of the policy on 10% of
individual land for afforestation
̶ Water harvesting
̶ Irrigation projects
̶ Modern/improved agricultural technologies, e.g.
organic farming, CA, etc
̶ Livelihood diversification
̶ Promotion of non-timber forest dependent
economic activities such as bee-keeping and
eco-tourism
̶ Capacity building of local communities in
natural resource management through formation
and training of WRUAs, CFAs and other local
organisations involved in NRM
̶ Enforcement of existing laws and regulations on
NRM
̶ Alternative energy sources-biogas, solar,
biofuels
̶ Energy
efficient
technologies,
e.g.
improved/efficient cook-stoves
̶ Research and information dissemination on
new/emerging pests
̶ Early warning systems
̶ Community sensitisation in NRM and climate
change

13

3. One participant wondered why there was no mention of any positive impact of climate
change by any of the five counties. The following were added as potential positive
impacts: the switch to cultivation of khat (miraa) from coffee in Nyeri [most participants
noted that miraa had so many social problems that it could not considered as a positive
impact]; the recently introduced cultivation of beans in Kinangop in Nyandarua as a
result of temperature increase, introduction of fish farming, and business opportunities
such as the making and selling of energy saving jikos, etc.
4. A participant sought clarification on whether there was or there was no connection
between rising cases of domestic violence (the unusual cases of women beating up men)
in
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6.0 CLOSING REMARKS
6.1
Presentations by consultants on progress made
The consultants present in the workshop (SC 1, SC 2, SC 3 and SC 4 and SC 9) provided
highlights of the objectives and scope of their assignments as well as the progress they had made.
Ms. Nyachomba Kariuki, representing SC 3 on National Adaptation Plan, took the meeting
through the objectives of the group’s (SC 3’s) assignment, which included developing a national
adaptation plan knowledge database, a climate data report, and assessment of various planning
documents. On the county consultations, she noted that the main output was identification of
adaptation strategies as articulated by county stakeholders. She informed the meeting that the
input of the workshop as well as the rest of the county consultations would inform the National
Adaptation Plan.
Mr. Peterson Olum, representing SC 1, SC 4 and SC 9, indicated that SC 9’s role in the process
was that of coordination and management of the process. In addition, SC 9 would put together
the outputs of the various subcomponents into one harmonised actionable output. He made a
presentation of SC 4 work, which included the consultancy’s objectives, scope and the progress
that had been made. SC 1 on long term low carbon and resilient development pathway was yet to
begin. One of its major outputs would be mainstreaming of climate change into the national
development and planning processes.
Ms. Rachel Shibalira and Mr. Ross Clarke, both with the International Development Law
Organisation (IDLO), and representing SC 2, indicated that the consultancy’s focus was on the
policy, legal and regulatory framework necessary to address climate change. She indicated that
one of the group’s major outputs would be an analytical report with recommendations on
whether a standalone climate change policy and law should be enacted or have climate change
embedded into existing policies and laws.
6.2
Closing Remarks by Provincial Commissioner
Mr. Francis Ngwata, the Provincial Director of Meteorology, delivered the closing remarks on
behalf of the PC. He thanked the MEMR and developed partners for organising and funding the
meeting. He noted that the workshop had presented an important platform for stakeholders to
exchange information, ideas, experiences and lessons learnt in climate change. He reiterated that
climate change was real going by the rich discussions that had taken place over the one and half
days of the workshop. The PC assured the meeting that the recommendations touching on
prevention, adaptation, preparedness, mitigation and others that the meeting had come up with
would inform the Action Plan. In addition, he emphasised the need for information and
knowledge sharing to effectively address climate change.
6.3
Vote of Thanks
Professor G.N. Ngugi gave a vote of thanks. He acknowledged the PC for Central Province for
officially opening the workshop, the Nyeri Town Mayor, and the participants for honouring the
invitation to come and share their expert opinion on and experiences in climate change. He
thanked the Ministry of Environment and Mineral Resources for taking the lead in addressing
climate change, and the development partners for supporting such actions.
6.6
Next Steps
Ms. Noelle O’Brien and Mr. Abdimajid Nunow provided the next steps in the process. Indicative
dates of the national (validation) as well as expert groups’ consultations were provided. They
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indicated that a first draft of the Action Plan would be ready by August 2012. A National
Validation Workshop would be held in Nairobi, and county representatives from all the 47
counties in the country would be selected to participate in this workshop with a view to ensuring
that the counties’ issues that would have come up during the county consultations would have
been captured in the Action Plan. The Action’s Plan information resource, www.kccap.info, was
also provided.
7.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS (AOB)
There being no other business, the workshop was closed at 1.00 pm.
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8.0 ANNEXES
Annex I: List of Participants
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Annex II: Workshop Programme
County Level Consultative Meeting, 24 -25 May 2012
Nyeri for the Central Province
Time
Activity
rd
Wednesday, 23 May 2012
17.00 -20.00
Arrival at the Green Hills Hotel & Registration of Participants
Requiring Accommodation
Thursday, 24th May 2012
8.30– 9.00
Registration
9.00 – 9.30
Official Opening and Welcome
9.30 – 10.15

Objectives of the county consultations

10.15 – 10.45
10.45 – 1

Health Break
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Annex III: Official Opening Speech
Statement by Dr. Jasper Kiplimo Rugut, Provincial Commissioner – Central Province at the Stakeholder
Consultations on the Kenya National Climate Change Action Plan
Venue: Green Hills Hotel– Nyeri

Date: 24 May 2012

Good morning Ladies and Gentlemen;
I would like to start by welcoming each one of you to this important meeting on behalf of the Kenya Government
and on my own behalf.
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen;
Agriculture is the mainstay of the Kenyan economy, directly contributing 26% of the GDP, and another 25%
indirectly.
The sector accounts for 65% of Kenya’s total exports and provides more than 70% of informal employment in the
rural areas.
The agricultural sector (including crop, livestock, horticulture, fisheries, water, cooperatives, environment, regional
development and forestry subsectors) is hence not only the driver of Kenya’s economy but also the means of
livelihood for the majority of Kenyan people.
Kenya’s agricultural operations are mainly rain-fed, making Agriculture extremely vulnerable to climate change and
variability.
Climate change has impacted negatively on Kenya’s agricultural sector, leading to heavy economic losses. Recent
years have witnessed repeated crop failures in parts of the country due to prolonged droughts, including in areas that
were traditionally considered ‘safe’ from extreme climate and weather events like droughts and floods.
Other more recent examples of climate change impacts include the recent extreme frost that especially affected the
Highlands East of the Rift Valley, among other areas. This is likely to translate to heavy economic losses for the
country, given that these areas are among the leading tea producing areas of the country; and also adversely impact
on the country’s food security due to the destruction of food crops.
Other climate sensitive sectors include tourism and hydro power generation.
Ladies and Gentlemen;
The Kenya Government, with support from development partners and other stakeholders, is in the process of
developing a comprehensive Action Plan to implement the National Climate Change Response Strategy (NCCRS)
that was launched in 2010.
The Action Plan has eight operational subcomponents covering Low Carbon Development Pathway; Enabling
policy and legal framework; National Adaptation Plan; Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs);
Technology Development and Transfer; Knowledge Management and Capacity Development; National
Performance and Benefit Measurement (Measuring, Reporting and Verification); and Finance.
Once the Action Plan is ready, the eight operational subcomponents will be mainstreamed into the relevant socioeconomic sectors and funds identified for implementation. The Action Plan hence provides the potential for
collaboration with Kenya’s development partners to ensure full implementation of the National Climate Change
Response Strategy.
The process is designed to involve county stakeholder consultations in line with the Kenya Constitution 2010 so as
to ensure a true Kenyan process, owned by Kenyans. There is therefore need for all of us here to play our rightful
roles as stakeholders in order to inform this important process.
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Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen;
To make the Climate Change Action Plan respond to our needs, we must be ready and willing to share our
experiences of the evidence and impacts of climate change; strategies we have put in place to address it; what we
think should be done to help us cope; and the role we think the Government should play to help us fight climate
change.
I am informed that towards the conclusion of this process, the organisers will share with the stakeholders their
proposals on how best to address climate change so that we can ascertain that our views have been taken on-board.
I would therefore like to reiterate the need for all of us to present our views to help the Government formulate ways
of enhancing our resilience to climate change as well as ensuring that our development ventures do not compromise
environmental sustainability
Lastly, allow me to thank all of you for being here and wish you most lively deliberations.
Thank you.
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